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June 14, 2018 | Wyndham Grand Chicago, 71 E. Wacker Drive | Chicago, IL

24th Annual National Institute on Aviation Litigation

ABACLE National Institutes bring you face-to-face with nationally recognized experts 
on substantive topics—often while fulfilling most of your annual CLE requirements.

Earn up to 6.5 general CLE Credits  

and 1 hour ethics

Not an ABA Member? Join Now!  

www.ambar.org/join

The ABA reserves the right to correct all typographical errors. | Fees do not include travel or lodging.

Use #ABAaviation18

Register Now!

General Public

ABA Members 

ABA Section of Litigation Members

Early Bird Rate

$650

$560

$495

$380

Advance Rate 
Effective April 19, 2018

$730

$635

$550

$420

Standard Rate 
Effective May 17, 2018

$795

$690

$610

$465Government Lawyers

To register, visit www.ambar.org/avi2018 

Presented by

Section of Litigation
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Thursday, June 14, 2018

8:00 a.m. Registration

8:25 a.m. Opening Remarks – Scott Brooksby, Christopher 
R. Christensen, Timothy S. Tomasik

8:30 a.m. The Safest Year Ever? Emerging Trends and 
Issues in Commercial Aviation Safety
Moderator: Kimberly M. Halvorsen, Clifford Law Offices
Speakers: Greg Feith, Former Senior Air Safety Investigator in Charge, National Transportation Safety 
Board; Tony James, Former Investigator in Charge, Federal Aviation Administration

Statistically speaking, 2017 was the safest year on record for world-wide airline fatalities. Nonetheless, 
significant safety issues remain and new issues continue to emerge with the aviation industry, including:

• Decision-making in the Cockpit: The Impact of Automated Systems and Regulatory Changes to Pilot
Training

• Important Takeaways from Recent Runway Incursions and Near Misses on the Ground
• The Emergence of the Ultra-Low-Cost Carriers on the U.S. Commercial Aviation System
• Age Is More Than Just a Number: The Impact of Veteran Pilots’ Retirement to Aviation Safety and
Generational Issues within the Commercial Pilot Community

This panel features two aviation safety veterans, Greg Feith and Tony James, who will provide their 
unique perspectives on these and other important issues. An expert in aviation safety, security and 
investigations, Greg Feith is a former Senior Air Safety Investigator in Charge with the National 
Transportation Safety Board “Go Team.” Tony James spent more than thirty years with the Federal 
Aviation Administration Accident Investigation “Go Team” as the Investigator in Charge for major and 
high-profile aircraft accidents worldwide.

9:30 a.m. Cyber Risk, Emerging Technologies, and Traditional Aviation: Implications 
for the Future of the Aviation Industry and Aviation Litigation
Moderator: Paul Bowles, Fitzpatrick & Hunt, Pagano, Aubert, LLP
Speakers: Alisa R. Brodkowitz, Friedman Rubin;  Jeremy Hager, Marsh;  
Catherine Slavin, Gordon & Rees, Scully, Mansukhani

This panel will address groundbreaking challenges and issues presented by the confluence of cyber 
risk, emerging aviation technologies (such as UAVs, ATC modernization, and urban air mobility), and 
traditional aviation.  The discussion will focus on key topics sitting at this cross-section, how they 
reshape our current understanding of aviation law, and how aviation lawyers can prepare for the 
future as a result.

10:30 a.m. Break

10:40 a.m. Experts’ Advice on Expert Selection: Criteria and 
Strategy—Differing Opinion and Fake News
Moderator: Robert Torricella, Torricella Law, PLLC
Speakers: Ted Dunlap, RTI; Lea Valdivia, Podhurst Orseck; Lili Beneda Rubenstein, AIG

Many cases boil down to a “Battle of the Experts” and consequently, the selection and use of expert 
witnesses is a crucial aspect to any case. The panel will provide broad perspectives and insight into 
locating, vetting, and using expert witnesses in aviation cases. With views from insurance, in-house 
counsel and both Plaintiff and Defense counsel, learn practical strategic and tactical advice on getting 
the most out of expert witnesses to strengthen your case. 

12:10 p.m. Lunch

12:30 p.m. Stephen Saltzburg: Trying Cases in the Modern Era (Keynote)

1:00 p.m. Prosecuting and Defending the Passenger-on-Passenger Assault Case
Moderator: John Maggio, Condon & Forsyth LLP
Speakers: Ricardo M. Martinez-Cid, Podhurst Orseck; Paula L. Wegman, Adler Murphy & McQuillen LLP;  
Sherry Ortiz, USAIG

Passenger-on-passenger sexual assault and battery cases are sensitive and can be difficult to 
litigate.  This panel will address the intricacies of prosecuting and defending these cases.  The panel 
will also present the insurer’s perspective on how to resolve these cases and the media’s impact on 
handling them. 

Agenda
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2:00 p.m. Real-World Effects of Personal Jurisdiction Decisions 
on Filing and Defending Aviation Cases
Moderator: Alexandra M. Wisner, Wisner Law Firm
Speakers: Austin Bartlett, Bartlett Chen LLC; Steven L. Boldt, Adler Murphy & McQuillen LLP;  
Michael S. Krzak, Krzak Rundio Law Group, LLC

The panel will focus on how attorneys filing and defending aviation cases respond to the controlling 
personal jurisdiction decisions in their everyday practice. Aviation cases often implicate the interests of 
various states. Issues such as where to file, seeking stay or dismissal, coordinating discovery, choice of 
law, claim/issue preclusion, and comity will be discussed. 

3:00 p.m. Break

3:10 p.m. Terrorism Lawsuits in Action: An Interactive Oral Argument 
on Recent Jurisdictional Developments
Moderator: Honorable Terrence J. Lavin, The Illinois Appellate Court, First District
Speakers: Megan Benett, Kreindler & Kreindler LLP; Andrew Harakas, Clyde & Co.

In September 2016, Congress enacted the Justice Against Sponsors of Terrorism Act (JASTA), for the 
first time stripping nation-states of immunity for their role in attacks on United States soil.  JASTA 
also expanded liability of non-state actors for their roles in acts of extraterritorial terrorism, directly 
impacting claims against parties that finance terrorism operations.  This panel will present a mock oral 
argument on the subject matter jurisdictional questions that will likely—or, in the case of the landmark 
litigation against the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for its alleged role in the 9/11 attacks, have already 
arisen—in terrorism litigation going forward.  Plaintiff and defense counsel experienced in a variety of 
terrorism litigation and foreign sovereign immunity issues will present arguments based on a mock 
fact pattern to a judicial participant, who will question the attorneys on the scope of civil and criminal 
liability, the relationship among JASTA, the Anti-Terrorism Act and the Foreign Sovereign Immunity Act 
and threshold discovery concerns, eliciting some of the key challenges facing both sides in terrorism 
litigation.  The argument will be followed by a brief Q&A with the audience, time permitting.

4:10 p.m. The Case for Civility
Moderator: Tim Tomasik, Tomasik Kotin Kasserman LLC
Speakers: Aurora Austriaco, Valentine Austriaco & Bueschel, PC; Scott Brooksby, Olson Brooksby; 
Plaintiff Atty: TBA; Hon. Clare McWilliams, Circuit Court of Cook County

Lawyers are not just expected, but obligated to zealously advocate for their clients. By the same 
measure, maintaining a reputation of integrity and civility in the legal profession is more important than 
any one disputed issue or case. This panel will demonstrate through a series of true-to-life examples 
complete with audio-visual exemplars how to identify and avoid instances of incivility, while maintaining 
your reputation in the process. You will see how having a good attitude and behavior can be contagious, 
but also how your practice will become less stressful and more profitable when civility is your habit. 

5:10 p.m. Closing Remarks

5:15 p.m. Adjourn

Agenda
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Step 1:  Registration Rates

Step 2:  Section Membership

 q Section of Litigation – $60 {check membership fee}

Name

Law Firm/Organization

Address Suite/Apt.

Telephone

Email ABA Member ID

City State Zip Code

The ABA and many of its entities provide content through email. We do not share email addresses with anyone outside the ABA.

Step 3:  Your Information

Registration Rate (from Step 1) 5A 5A $ _________________

ABA Section of Litigation Enrollment - $60 (from Step 2)  5B $ _________________

  Total $ _________________

+

Step 4:  Your Total Due Amount

The American Bar Association
Event Registration Unit 
321 N Clark St., FL 19
Chicago, IL 60654-7598

Visit http: www.ambar.org/avi2018

Call (800) 285-2221

Fax this form to (312) 988-5850

Complete and mail this form:

Step 5:  4 Easy Ways to Register

The ABA reserves the right to correct all typographical errors. | Fees do not include travel or lodging.

General Public

ABA Members 

ABA Section of Litigation Members

Early Bird Rate

$650

$560

$495

$380

Advance Rate 
Effective April 12, 2018

$730

$635

$550

$420

Standard Rate 
Effective May 17, 2018

$795

$690

$610

$465Government Lawyers
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MCLE
The ABA directly applies for and ordinarily receives CLE credit for ABA 

programs in AK, AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, DE, GA, GU, HI, IA, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MN, 

MS, MO, MT, NH, NM, NV, NY, NC, ND, OH, OK, OR, PA, PR, SC, TN, TX, UT, VT, 

VA, VI, WA, WI, and WV. These states sometimes do not approve a program 

for credit before the program occurs. This course is expected to qualify for 6.5 

general CLE credit hours and one hour of ethics in 60-minute states and 7.80 

credit hours and 1 ethics in 50-minute-hour states. This transitional program is 

approved for both newly admitted and experienced attorneys in NY. Attorneys 

may be eligible to receive CLE credit through reciprocity or attorney self-

submission in other states. For more information about CLE accreditation in 

your state, visit http://www.americanbar.org/cle/mandatory_cle.html

Scholarships
For information on scholarships, 

visit www.americanbar.org/groups/cle/scholarship.

Attire
Business casual attire is appropriate for all activities.

Cancellations
Cancellations received five business days or more before the program 

will receive a full refund, less a $50 cancellation fee. No refunds will be 

provided for cancellations after that date; however, substitute registrants 

are welcome at any time. To cancel your registration or substitute another 

individual, please call the ABA at (800) 285-2221 or fax your request to 

(312) 988-5850. Registrants who do not cancel within the allotted time 

period and who do not attend the program will receive a copy of the 

course materials after program completion.

Services for Persons with Disabilities
If special arrangements are required, please contact Donna Williams at 

(312) 988-6210 or Donna.Williams@americanbar.org. Reasonable advance 

notice is requested.

In-Person Registration
If you plan to register in person, please call the ABA at least 24 hours in 

advance to confirm that the program is being held as scheduled and that 

space is available. Cash payments will not be accepted.

Program Confirmation
Written confirmation of your registration will be sent to you upon receipt. If 

you do not receive the confirmation notice prior to the program, please call 

the ABA at (800) 285-2221 at least 24 hours in advance to confirm that your 

registration was received and that the program is being held as scheduled.

Hotel Information
Wyndham Grand Chicago Riverfront  

71 E. Wacker Dr 

Chicago, IL 60601-3755

Reservations can be made by calling the Wyndham directly at 312.346.7100 or 

1.800.WYNDHAM.  Refer to the ABA National Institute on Aviation Litigation to 

get the group rate.

Group Rate:       Single/Double:   $279/night 

Deadline to Hotel Reservations:  May 23, 2018

Airline Information
ABA NEGOTIATED AIRFARE DISCOUNTS – AVAILABLE ONLINE! 

With ABA Egencia*, you can automatically obtain ABA negotiated airfare 

discounts for travel to the ABA Meetings. ABA Egencia enables you to purchase 

the best airfare at the time of booking, by providing you with the ability to 

search for and compare fares from virtually every airline serving the destination.

Reservations with ABA Egencia can be made online or offline. For offline 

reservations, call (877) 833-6285. ABA Egencia is available online via ABA Travel 

Services*. ABA airfare discounts on some carriers may also be obtained by 

purchasing your tickets under the ABA Discount Codes directly from the airline 

or through your travel agent.

American Airlines  ABA Discount only available at ABA Egencia 

United Airlines  800-426-1122  For ABA Meetings Only -  

Agreement Code: 633818 / Z Code: ZE6X 

Discount available at www.united.com Online Discount Code: ZE6X633818

Not for Leisure Travel

Delta Airlines  800-328-1111  ABA File Global Meeting Code: NMR3V

Discount available at www.delta.com Online Meeting Event Code: NMN7

*A Travel Profile is required when booking airline reservations with ABA Egencia, click for more information.

Standing Committee on Continuing Legal Education
Under the guidance of the Standing Committee on Continuing Legal Education, 

the Center for Professional Development administers and produces National 

Institutes, webinars, and other technology-based products and written course 

materials to assist lawyers’ professional development efforts.




